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A Conference  of  Bimetallists  was  held  at 
Washingfton,  D*  C*,  on  January  22  and 
23,  in  response  to  the  following  call: 

<,  American  Bimetallic  League, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  Jan.  4, 1896. 

Dear  Sir  : — In  pursuance  of  a resolution 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bimetallic  League,  adopted  November 
20,  1895,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith 
enclosed,  a conference  of  well-known  and 
active  advocates  of  the  cause  of  indepen- 
dent bimetallism  in  the  United  States,  who 
are  prepared  now  to  place  the  cause  above 
party  and  to  join  in  an  independent  move- 
ment to  secure  the  restoration  of  the 
constitutional  standard  of  gold  and  silver 
by  the  free  coinage  of  both  metals  at  the 
existing  ratio,  will  be  held  at  the  Sun 
building,  Washington,  D.  C.,  January  22, 
1896.  The  object  of  the  conference  is  to 
deliberate  on  the  situation  at  that  time  and 
to  arrange  for  holding  a national  conven- 
tion to  nominate  candidates  for  President 
and  Vice-President,  and  for  conducting  a 
national  campaign  on  the  above  issue. 
Recent  events,  it  is  believed,  make  such 
a conference  more  important  than  when 
the  inclosed  resolution  was  passed.  You 
are  respectfully  invited  to  attend  this  con- 
ference and  participate  in  its  deliberations. 

^ Very  truly  yours, 

A.  J.  Warner, 

President  American  Bimetallic  League. 

H.  G.  Miller, 

Chairman  National  Silver  Committee. 

R.  C.  Chambers, 

President  National  Bimetallic  Union. 

J.  M.  Devine, 
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Every  state  in  the  union  was  represented 
and  the  proceedings  were  harmonious 
throughout. 

General  A.  J.  Warner  called  the  confer- 
ence to  order,  delivered  a brief  address, 
and  was  unanimously  selected  as  the  per- 
manent chairman. 

The  speeches  with  which  the  proceed- 
ings were  interspersed  were  of  a high  order 
of  ability,  and  dignified  in  tone  as  befitted 
the  momentous  character  of  the  question 
under  consideration. 

The  committee  on  resolutions  and  ad- 
dress consisted  of  the  following  named 
gentlemen: 

Senator  John  P.  Jones,  Chairman. 

Joseph  Sheldon,  of  Connecticut. 

J.  H.  Lorimer,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Hon.  J.  L.  McLaurin,  of  South  Carolina. 

H.  F.  Bartine,  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 

General  A.  J.  Warner  was  subsequently 
added  to  the  committee. 

The  committee  reported  the  following 
resolutions  and  address: 
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Resolutions  and  Address 

To  the  People 

‘ ^ of  the 

UNITED  STATES. 

“The  paramount  issue  at  this  time  in 

^ the  United  States  is  indisputably  the 

I 

I money  question.  It  is  between  the  gold 
standard,  gold  bonds  and  bank  currency, 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  bimetallic  stand- 
ard, no  bonds,  and  government  currency, 
on  the  other. 

" “On  this  issue  we  declare  ourselves  to 
be  in  favor  of  a distinctively  American 
financial  system.  We  are  unalterably 
opposed  to  the  single  gold  standard,  and 
demand  the  immediate  return  to  the  con- 
stitutional standard  of  gold  and  silver,  by 
the  restoration  by  this  Government,  inde- 
pendently of  any  foreign  power,  of  the 
unrestricted  coinage  of  both  gold  and 
silver  into  standard  money,  at  the  ratio  of 
1 6 to  I,  and  upon  terms  of  exact  equality, 
as  they  existed  prior  to  1873;  silver 
coin  to  be  a full  legal  tender,  equally  with 
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gold,  for  all  debts  and  dues,  public  and 
private. 

“We  hold  that  the  power  to  control  and  > , 

regulate  a paper  currency  is  inseparable 
from  the  power  to  coin  money;  and  hence 
that  all  currency  intended  to  circulate  as 
money  should  be  issued,  and  its  volume  | 
controlled,  by  the  general  government 
only,  and  should  be  legal  tender.  , 

“We  are  unalterably  opposed  to  the 
issue  by  the  United  States  of  interest-  i 
bearing  bonds  in  time  of  peace,  and  we 
denounce  as  a blunder  worse  than  a crime,  | 

I 

the  present  treasury  policy,  concurred  in 
by  a republican  house,  of  plunging  the  i 
country  dn  debt  by  hundreds  of  millions  I 

in  the  vain  attempt  to  maintain  the  gold  | 

standard  by  borrowing  gold ; and  we  de- 
mand the  payment  of  all  coin  obligations 
of  the  United  States,  as  provided  by 
!'  existing  laws,  in  either  gold  or  silver  coin, 

1 at  the  option  of  the  government,  and  not 

t at  the  option  of  the  creditor. 

! Whereas,  The  demonetization  of  silver 

I in  1873  enormously  increased  the  demand  , 

''  1 
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for  gold,  enhancing  its  purchasing  power 
and  lowering  all  prices  measured  by  that 
’f  standard ; and 

^^Whereas,  Since  that  unjust  and  inde- 
fensible act,  the  prices  of  American  pro- 
ducts have  fallen  upon  an  average  nearly 
fifty  per  cent,  carrying  down  with  them 
proportionately  the  money  value  of  all 
other  forms  of  property,  except  in  pecul- 
iarly favored  localities;  and 

Whereas,  Such  fall  of  prices  has 
destroyed  the  profits  of  legitimate  indus- 
try, injuring  the  producer  for  the  benefit 
of  the  non-producer,  increasing  the  burden 
of  the  debtor  and  swelling  the  gains  of 
the  creditor,  paralyzing  the  productive 
energies  of  the  American  people,  relegat- 
ing to  idleness  vast  numbers  of  willing 
workers,  sending  the  shadows  of  despair 
into  the  home  of  the  honest  toiler,  filling 
^ the  land  with  tramps  and  paupers,  and 
building  up  colossal  fortunes  at  the  money 
centers ; and 

“ Whereas,  In  the  effort  to  maintain  the 
gold  standard  the  country  has,  within  the 
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last  two  years,  in  a time  of  profound 
peace  and  plenty,  been  loaded  down 
with  $162,000,000  of  additional  interest-  > 
bearing  debt  under  such  circumstances  as 
to  allow  a syndicate  of  native  and  foreign 
bankers  to  realize  a net  profit  of  $10,- 
000,000  on  a single  deal;  and 

“ Whereas,  Another  call  is  now  pending 
for  a further  gold  loan  of  $100,000,000, 
which,  but  for  an  outburst  of  popular 
indignation,  would  also  have  been  nego- 
tiated in  the  same  secret  manner  and 
through  the  same  syndicate;  and 

'' Whereas,  It  stands  confessed  that  the 
gold  standard  can  only  be  upheld  by  so 
depleting  our  paper  currency  as  to  force 
the  prices  of  our  products  below  the 
European  and  even  below  the  Asiatic 
level,  in  order  that  we  may  sell  in  foreign 
markets,  thus  aggravating  the  very  evils 
of  which  our  people  so  bitterly  complain, 
degrading  American  labor,  and  striking  at 
the  foundations  of  our  civilization  itself ; 
and 

Whereas,  The  advocates  of  the  gold 
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standard  persistently  claim  that  the  rea 
• cause  of  our  distress  is  over-production — 
^ that  we  have  produced  so  much  that  it 
has  made  us  poor,  which  implies  that  the 
true  remedy  is  to  close  the  factory, 
abandon  the  farm  and  throw  multitudes 
more  out  of  employment — a doctrine  that 
leaves  us  absolutely  without  hope  for  the 
future ; and 

Whereas,  The  difference  of  exchange 
between  silver  standard  countries  and 
gold  standard  countries  is  equivalent  to  a 
bounty  equal  to  the  difference  between 
the  value  of  gold  and  silver,  in  favor 
of  the  products  of  silver  standard  coun- 
tries exported  to  gold  standard  countries, 
and  a corresponding  tariff  against  the 
products  of  gold  standard  countries 
exported  to  silver  using  countries;  and 

Whereas,  The  cost  of  production 
otherwise  in  the  old  world,  and  particu- 
larly  in  China  and  Japan,  is  far  less  than 
the  cost  at  which  similar  pioducts  can  be 
produced  or  manufactured  in  this  country 
by  American  labor  without  reducing  our 


9 
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I 

, farmers,  miners,  mechanics,  manufacturers, 

i 

and  other  industrial  workers  to  the  level 
of  Chinese  coolies ; 

' Therefore^  Beit  Resolved^  That  over 

j and  above  all  other  questions  of  policy, 

■ we  are  in  favor  of  restoring  to  the  people 

of  the  United  States  the  time  honored 

I 

money  of  the  constitution — gold  and 
! silver,  not  one  but  both — the  money  of 

I 

I Washington  and  Hamilton  and  Jefferson 

and  Monroe  and  Jackson  and  Lincoln,  to 
the  end  that  the  American  people  may 
receive  honest  pay  for  an  honest  product ; 
the  American  debtor  pay  his  just  obliga- 
tions in  an  honest  standard  and  not  in  a 
standard  that  is  appreciated  one  hundred 
per  cent  above  all  the  great  staples  of 
j our  country;  and  to  the  end  further  that 

1 silver  standard  countries  may  be  deprived 

i of  the  unjust  advantage  they  now  enjoy 

in  the  difference  between  gold  and  silver 
— an  advantage  which  tariff  legislation 
alone  cannot  overcome. 

; “We  therefore  confidently  appeal  to  the 

! people  of  the  United  States  to  leave  in 


■ 
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abeyance  for  the  moment  all  other  ques- 
tions, however  important,  and  even  momen. 
tous  they  may  appear,  to  sunder  if  need  be, 
all  party  ties  and  affiliations,  and  unite  in 
one  supreme  effort  to  free  themselves  and 
their  children  from  the  domination  of  the 
money  power — a power  more  destructive 
than  any  which  has  ever  been  fastened 
upon  the  civilized  men  of  any  race  in  any 
age.  And  upon  the  consummation  of  our 
desires  and  efforts  we  invoke  the  gracious 
favor  of  Divine  Providence.” 


The  address  was  read  by  Senator  Jones, 
and  never  did  he  appear  to  better  advan- 
tage. He  seemed  inspired  by  the  occasion, 
and  the  clear-cut,  epigramatic  sentences 
fell  from  his  lips  with  splendid  effect. 
Every  clause  was  applauded,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  reading  the  whole  conference 
rose  as  one  man  and  cheered  with  the 
wildest  enthusiasm. 

Among  other  things  he  said:  “ You  will 

either  be  redeemed  and  disenthralled  and 
the  twentieth  century  will  either  be  opened 
with  a wave  of  prosperity,  or  we  will  grad- 
ually go  down  to  slavery.  It  is  a question 
whether  the  poorhouses  shall  be  turned 
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into  factories,  or  the  factories  shall  be 
turned  into  poorhouses.” 

Without  the  change  of  a word  the  address 
was  adopted,  and  upon  motion  of  ex-Con- 
gressman  Hatch,  of  Missouri,  the  thanks 
of  the  conference  were  extended  to  the 
chairman  and  members  of  the  committee 
for  the  “magnificent  address.” 

Organization. 

Immediately  after  the  reading  of  the 
address  came  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  organization,  which  committee  consisted 
of  the  following: 

Senator  Wm.  M.  Stewart,  of  Nevada. 

I.  L.  Johnson,  of  Virginia. 

Richard  McIntosh,  Utah. 

I.  N.  Stevens,  Colorado. 

C.  J.  Hillyer,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  report  was  as  follows; 

That  a convention  of  the  qualified  voters 
of  the  United  States  who  believe  in  the 
principles  this  day  enunciated  by  this  con- 
ference, and  wno  are  willing  to  subordinate 
party  allegiance  and  fealty  to  those  princi- 
ples, and  to  support  the  nominees  of  the 
National  Convention  provided  for  by  this 
conference,  shall  be  held  at  the  city  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  22d  day  of  July,  A.  D., 
1896,  at  the  hour  of  12  o’clock  noon. 

That  the  apportionment  of  such  conven- 
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tion  shall  be  one  delegate  for  each  Senator 
and  Representative  in  the  United  States 
Congress  from  the  several  States,  and  one 
delegate  for  each  Delegate  in  Congress 
from  the  several  Territories,  and  additional 
delegates  for  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories based  upon  the  silver  strength  as 
ascertained  from  the  American  Bimetallic 
Union. 


Apportionment  of  Delegates. 

The  number  of  delegates  apportioned 
to  each  State  and  Territory  shall  be  as 
follows: 

Alabama,  30;  Arizona,  6;  Arkansas,  15; 
California,  35;  Colorado,  70;  Connecticut, 
15;  Delaware,  3;  Florida,  8;  Georgia,  50;, 
Idaho,  10;  Illinois,  50;  Indiana,  49;  Iowa, 
35;  Kansas,  60;  Kentucky,  25;  Louisiana, 
20;  Maine,  9;  Maryland,  9;  Massachusetts, 
21;  Michigan,  34;  Minnesota,  30;  Missis- 
sippi, 25;  Missouri,  45;  Montana,  18;  Ne- 
braska, 51;  Nevada,  15;  New  Hampshire, 
6;  New  Jersey,  12;  New  York,  44;  North 
Carolina,  70;  North  Dakota,  12;  Ohio,  40; 
Oregon,  17;  Oklahoma,  10;  Pennsylvania, 
45;  Rhode  Island,  8;  South  Dakota,  15; 
South  Carolina,  35;  Tennessee,  24;  Texas, 
70;  Vermont,  8;  Virginia,  40;  Washington, 
17;  West  Virginia,  12;  Wisconsin,  15;  Wy- 
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oming,  15;  New  Mexico,  8;  Utah,  20;  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  4;  Oklahoma,  lo;  In- 
dian Territory,  5;  Alaska,  2. 

That  this  conference  appoint  a provis-  ^ 
ional  national  committee  consisting  of  one 
member  from  each  State  and  Territory, 
said  committee  to  possess  all  powers  usu- 
ally possessed  by  national  committees  of 
political  parties;  said  committee  to  serve 
until  the  holding  of  said  National  Conven- 
tion; said  committee,  or  the  portion  thereof 
appointed  by  this  conference,  shall  have 
full  power  to  fill  all  vacancies,  whether 
from  the  failure  of  this  conference  to  ap- 
point a full  committee  or  from  death, ^ 
resignation,  or  otherwise;  said  committee 
shall  select  its  own  officers  and  adopt  rules 
for  its  own  government;  said  committee 
shall  have  its  headquarters  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  D.  C. 

The  mode  of  selecting  delegates  to  said 
National  Convention  shall  be  as  prescribed 
by  the  National  Committee,  subject  to  the 
following  regulations: 

All  delegates  shall  be  elected  at  public 
conventions  or  at  public  meetings,  to  be  * 
held  either  in  the  several  States-at-large  or 
in  the  several  counties  or  districts  of  such 
States  as  the  national  committee  may  pre- 
scribe. 
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No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a delegate 
to  any  such  convention  or  meeting,  or  shall 
sit  as  a delegate  in  said  National  Conven- 
tion, who  is  not  in  favor  of  the  declaration 
of  principles  this  day  enunciated  by  this 
conference,  and  who  is  not  willing  to 
subordinate  party  allegiance  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  such  principles,  and  to  sup- 
port the  nominees  of  said  convention. 

The  National  Committee  shall  proceed 
at  once  to  organize  the  several  States  and 
Territories  for  the  success  of  this  move- 
ment. 

A finance  committee  was  also  appointed. 
Dr.  J.  J.  Mott,  of  North  Carolina,  was 
selected  as  permanent  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  Hon.  Thomas 
G.  Merrill,  of  Montana,  was  made  treasurer 
of  the  National  Finance  Committee, 

Until  the  holding  of  the  convention  in 
July  the  organization  will  be  known  as 
“ The  American  Silver  Organization.” 
Each  committeeman  is  to  proceed  at 
once  to  organize  his  state  or  territory, 
and  report  to  the  chairman  not  later  than 
February  20,  and  the  committee  will  meet 
at  Washington,  D C.,  not  later  than  Feb- 
ruary 27,  to  perfect  the  plan  of  general 

organization. 
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All  correspondence  relative  to  tlie 
work  of  organization  preparatory  for 
the  National  Convention  to  be  held 
at  St.  Louis,  July  2 2 1896,  should  v 
be  addressed  to 

J.  J.  Mott,  Chairman, 

Room  83,  Corcoran  Building, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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